Useful English for Science Teachers 

1. The language of movement/description/process
Movement – increase, decrease, remain stable, fluctuate, reach a peak, drop, rise, level out, etc. 

‘The baht has fallen since last month.’ (economics)

‘Gravity increases pressure on the atoms.’ (physics) 

‘The mixture remains stable until we add chemical X.’ (chemistry) 

‘Rain falls, gases rise, and the wind propels the clouds toward the mountains.’ (geo/bio)

‘The tempo increases rapidly from the refrain.’ (music)

‘Increase the length of your backswing and follow through.’ (sports) 


2. The language of cause and result 
‘leads to, results in, as a result of, because (of), subsequently, consequently, in order to, flows on to, transfers to, goes on to, builds up, connects, releases, is due to, is affected by, is caused by, If we …, we will find …, X + Y yields Z,’ etc. 

3. The language of sequencing 
‘first, firstly, second, after that, next, following this, finally,’ etc. 

4. Linking Words (by purpose): 
Time – when, after, since, before, by the time, whenever, as soon as, until, once, while, during, etc. 
Compare/contrast – whereas, however, though, on the other hand, but, even though, etc. 
Cause & result – thus, therefore, so, because, in order that, etc. 
Add Info – and, or, furthermore, moreover, in addition, etc. 
Emphasise – indeed, even, so, now, in fact, actually, etc.
Condition – even if, only if, unless, in case (that), whether or not, etc. 

5. The language of comparison
‘There are more cases of malnutrition in Sudan than in Kenya.’

‘Compound X is more unstable than compound Y.’ 

6. The language of describing data in tables, graphs, and charts 

(An IELTS prep text/writing section is an excellent source of materials for this.)

‘The overall number of people using cds was very few in 1990. However, this rose sharply until 1992, after which it continued to increase gradually for the remainder of the decade.’ 

‘As one can see from the chart, the percentage of tax money spent on defense is nearly double that spent on health care.’ 

