Movie: Fly Away Home

Gap Fill Exercise (Intermediate)
Word List 

At the beginning of the film, while riding in a car with her mother, 13-year-old Amy Alden is in an ___________ . Her mother is killed and her father, Thomas Alden, comes to New Zealand and brings her back to Canada after the accident. Amy is still in shock over her mother's death, and is slow to accept her father and her new life.  Her father has not seen Amy or been in _____________with her since she was three years old.

Thomas Alden is an artist, an ___________, and a naturalist. There are inventions, works of art and sculpture all around his house and property. Amy also discovers that he has a girlfriend, Susan, who lives with her father. Amy's first reception of Susan is similar to that of her father: Amy makes it very clear that Susan is not welcome in her life.

Amy sets off to explore her new _______________ on her own and adjust to her new life, stopping only sometimes when she has to attend school. Early one morning, some construction vehicles come along and destroy a place that is a nesting area for Canadian geese. Amy goes out to _______________ and finds a bunch of eggs in a nest that a mother goose was forced to leave behind. Amy rescues the eggs and incubates them inside the barn. Later, when she comes to check on the eggs, the goslings (baby geese) have already hatched. As Amy is the first living thing they see, they think she is their mother and so they follow her everywhere from then on.

Thomas consults with a game warden about how to feed and care for the geese. He does not know that in Canada, one of the game warden's _______________ is to clip the wings of any domestic geese so that they cannot fly. Because they can’t fly, there is less danger for the birds and for people. However, when he tries to do this to one of the babies, Amy gets upset, hits him with a popcorn bowl and locks herself and the goslings in the bathroom. The game warden is then thrown off the Alden property by Thomas.
As the geese grow it becomes obvious to Thomas, Amy, and all their friends that the birds must ___________ south, or the game warden will return to clip their wings to keep them from ever flying. Thomas has an idea to get the geese to follow him in an _______________ aircraft, and he will fly south, showing them the way to migrate. 

At first, his experiments to get the geese to follow him flying are unsuccessful, and they stay on the ground with Amy. Finally, Amy attempts to fly her father's ultralight, but she ends up ___________ into the fence.  To her father's relief, she is unharmed. With David's help, Thomas gets a second ultralight craft and trains Amy how to fly it. Eventually, they successfully train the geese to follow them while flying.

In the meantime, Thomas's brother, David, knows a bird expert in the United States who tells him about land in in the state of North Carolina where a bird sanctuary is. There is a catch however: birds have not lived at the sanctuary for a long time, and land developers have an  ____________ in the land. 

If there aren’t any birds nesting in the area by November, the sanctuary will go to the land developers.

David and Thomas agree that the land would be good for the geese, and everything is going according to plan until one day Amy hits the goose named Igor with her ultralight. The game _________ comes while the Alden family is out searching for Igor, and puts the other geese in cages and takes them away.

Thomas, his brother, and another friend, Barry, make a plan to free the geese. The geese are freed, and Thomas and Amy, flying in their aircraft, get the geese to _________ them, flying south into the U.S. They are running low on fuel though and have to land at a U.S. Air Force Base. The base’s security police react to the unknown intruders as they are trained to, and at first, the base’s commander seems angry with them. However, he is really excited and impressed with their accomplishment, and warmly welcomes them. He even calls the TV news to come and Amy and her father quickly become national news. On their journey south over the east coast of the USA, they are supported by approving citizens along the way. They also have to dodge hunters and fly through fog around the tall buildings in downtown Baltimore.
At the bird sanctuary, there is a huge crowd of supporters who have assembled to stop a construction crew, which plans to start work so that the developers can get the land before the geese arrive. Then, when Amy and her father are nearly there, one of the rudders (part of the aircraft) on Thomas' ultralight comes loose and he crash-lands in a corn field. Amy panics and lands immediately to see if her dad is okay. He is slightly ____________ with a dislocated shoulder, and his ultralight is damaged by the landing, but he tells her that if they wait for help, it might be too late. He tells Amy they are very close to their final ___________ and that she should go on without him. After her father persuades her that she can do it and that her mother's spirit will be with her, Amy returns to her ultralight to finish the __________ of the journey with the geese alone. Her dad hitches a ride with some people who are going to the protest at the sanctuary while Amy flies the last leg of the journey on her own.

While flying over the town of Newhope, Amy gets the attention of the town's __________ who look up in awe as she flies overhead. Thomas soon arrives at the sanctuary before Amy. His girlfriend yells loudly and gets the crowd to quiet down so they can listen for Amy and her aircraft. After a short time, Amy's aircraft and the geese __________ over a hill and are greeted enthusiastically by the entire crowd as she circles to land, the geese landing in a nearby lake.
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