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1.  Man Realizes He is a Lottery Winner

Discussion

1. Do you play the lottery? How often? 

2. Have you ever won a lottery or game of chance? How much did you win?  

3. Why do you think so many people like to play the lottery? 

4. Do you think poor people should be allowed to spend money on the lottery? Do you think gambling should be legal?

First Listen
1. What is the man’s job? 

2. How long has he been playing the lottery? 

3. What does the man plan to do with his winnings? 

 4. How much money will the store which sold the ticket get? 

5. Why didn’t the man know he had won immediately? 

Script / Fill-in
A man has a winning lottery ticket. Lotto is a game of luck played by using lottery tickets. People can buy tickets in hopes of matching numbers and winning some money.

One retired man bought a _______________________. He listed the numbers that were on his ticket onto his computer. He accidentally listed the numbers incorrectly. Therefore, he did not realize that he had the winning ticket.

The man said that he has been playing the same numbers __________________. He thought that he had won $1,217. He saw that the winning jackpot ticket had been sold at the same store where he bought his ticket. He decided to look at his numbers again.

Once he looked at his numbers a second time, he realized that he had matched all six numbers. He would win _____________________.

The man said that he plans to _______________________________ he always has. He would like to save some of the money for his ________________________ to go to ________________. He would also like to buy a bigger home for himself and help out his family and friends.

The store that ____________________________ also wins some money. They will get $250,000. 

This is the second largest _____________________ ever sold in this county. This man is the 31st jackpot _______________________ from the county.
2.  Pool Scam
Discussion
1.  Do you have a swimming pool?  Do you know anyone who does?
2.  How often and where do you usually go swimming?
3.  Do you have a large or small yard? What is in your yard?
First Listen 
1.  According to the story, why do people like to have pools?
2.  Is installing a pool in a yard an easy job?
3.  What did this man do that was wrong / illegal?
4.  What happened to the man?
5.  What happened to the customers?
6.  How would you feel if this happened to you? 
Script / Fill-In
When it is hot outside, many people like to go swimming. One place to swim is in a pool in someone’s __________________________. Families like to have pools so everyone can cool off during the hot summer months.

Putting a pool in the backyard can be a lot of work. It takes a lot of equipment to put one in the ground. A lot of supplies are needed to finish the job. It takes __________________ from a number of workers to do the job.

One person told people that he would build them a pool in their backyard. He had them pay him money for ___________________. He started building the pool but never _________________.

Many people now have part of a pool in their yard that is not __________. Many had the pool started a long time ago but the man never came back to finish it. The man is now ____________  for taking their money and not finishing the job.

The people who paid money to this man will not get their money ___________. Now they have to pay ______________________to come in and finish their pool. They should have not paid all of the money to the man until he was finished with the job.
3.  Family Costs are Increasing
Discussion
1. What is the “cost of living?”  

2. How much money per month/year do you need to live in your country? Is the cost of living high or low?

3. How much do you think the cost of living is in the USA? 

4. What is an hourly wage? 

5. About how much per hour do most people in your profession/job make in your country?                                              Do you think this is a good salary? 

Vocabulary







money to live 



basic costs


rising costs

keep up with



barely



housing

taxes




expenses
 

support a family

The Bay Area



poor



earn 

basic needs (necessities)

Sentences
1. The  _______________________ of living have increased a lot in the past few years, but most people’s salaries have stayed the same. 

2. He could not continue to give good benefits to his workers because of the _______________________________   of health care insurance and treatment.

3. Even with both parents working, many families now have _________________ enough money to buy the things they need for their family. 

4. He had to take a second job in order to make enough _______________________________ . 

5.  They spend about 20% of his paycheck/salary on ______________________ , about 30% on basic necessities, 30% on school, and 20% on entertainment and eating out. 

6. Many families feel they cannot _________________________________ on a single income, so both parents work, leaving their children alone to care for themselves for several hours every day.

7.  To ___________________________ the rising costs of inflation, a worker’s salary should increase several percent every year, but most workers’ salaries stay the same, year after year. 

8.  He makes quite a lot of money, but the government takes  ______________________ , which are over 20% of his total income, and he is left with just enough money to live comfortably. 

9.  The _______________________ is in central California on the Pacific Coast and includes the cities of San Francisco and Oakland. It is one of the most expensive places to live in the U.S. 

10. In his new job he earns a lot of money, but after taxes and ___________________ , he does not have much disposable income (spending money). 
Script / Fill-In
Many people live in California. They have to pay more and more to live there. It is hard for them to make enough money to live. A new study says that _________________________ are going up quickly. Workers cannot keep up with the _________________________ . 

A group found that families must make $51,177 per year to live there. That is $24.60 per hour. That barely pays for __________________ , food, taxes, and other __________________ . 

The Bay Area is the most expensive area. A family of four needs to _________ $79,946 to pay __________________________. The state says that people who earn $20,000 are very __________. In the Bay Area, a family needs to earn four times that amount to live.

Families need to understand these numbers. Some people are thinking about how much money a family ________________. They also think about what jobs people should get. Then they can know how much money they need to ________________ a family.

