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1.  911 Calls 

Discussion

1.  What is a 911 call? Is this number the same in all countries?

2.  Have you ever called 911?  If so, when / what was the situation?

3.  Have you ever dialed 911 by accident?  Do you know anyone who has done this?

4.  Do you think the 911 system could be improved?  How?

Sentence Scramble 

1.  accident as As called happened 911 called soon she the

2.  emergency call should unless You 911 never is it an

3.  the heard boy the break small 911 When and ran into home burglar their he upstairs dialed 
First Listen

1.  What main problem does the story talk about?

2.   What is the approximate percentage of non-emergency calls, according to the story?

3.  What is the effect of this problem on the system / on other people?

Script / Fill-In

People can call 911 when they need help. The police will come quickly. This phone number should be used only in an ___________________. 

There have been some problems with people using the 911 phone number. More than ___________ of the calls made to it are accidental. These _____________________________  calls are not real emergencies.

Calling 911 when you do not need it can be very bad. It wastes the _____________ of the people answering the calls. It can even force someone who has a real emergency to wait before getting the help they need. 

Many accidental 911 calls come from cell phones. Keys are sometimes pushed and the call ________________________  without the owner of the phone knowing that he has called in an emergency. A group of people is trying to find a way to fix this problem.

One area is trying a new program that might help solve the problem of accidental 911 calls. This program will make callers of 911 calls push another __________  on the phone if it is a real emergency. People hope that change will ________________  the number of accidental 911 calls going through.

2.  Mosquitoes Are Coming 
Vocabulary

a virus – disease causing organism like bacteria, but cannot be cured with antibiotics
insect repellent – lotion or spray to keep mosquitoes and other insects away
DEET – a chemical in mosquito repellent
contract (v) – used with any disease, to get it
dusk (n) – opposite of dawn; early eve, twilight – the time period when daytime turns into night
breeding – the process of insects or animals laying eggs or making babies
pool (n) – a pool of water, a puddle
encephalitis – a serious disease which includes swelling of the brain, caused by a virus

Write the correct word 

1.  At the crime scene, the body lie face down, with a large knife and a _________ of blood next to it.

2.  Most mosquito repellents these days have ___________ in them, but some still do not.

3.  From ___________ til Dawn was a famous movie set in Mexico, about vampires.

4.  Antibiotics won’t do anything for the common cold because it’s ________________ , not bacteria.

5.  Horse _______________  is an expensive hobby, but his family is rich and some of their horses have won many races. 

6.  I don’t know anything about ___________________ ; I’ve never known or heard of anyone who’s ever had it. 

Discussion Questions
1.  What are the most common viruses that people get? 

2.  Think of a place where there are a lot of mosquitoes – why are there so many? What are the worst 

times of the day for mosquitoes?  

3.  What diseases do mosquitoes carry? Have you ever got one of these? 

4.  What do you do around your house to keep mosquitoes out/away? 

Script & Fill-in  (Mosquitoes are Coming)
People of California are being warned about a virus. This virus can be spread by mosquitoes. It is called West Nile _____________ .  

A man who is a State Public Health officer said that people should be careful. Because of the warm weather mosquitoes are breeding earlier than normal. No one can tell how bad West Nile virus might be this season. People should try to protect themselves from mosquito ________. All standing water should be cleared so mosquitoes cannot ____________ . Also, insect ______________ with DEET should be worn when outside.

It is also a good idea to stay inside during __________ and dusk. Mosquitoes are most active at this time. If someone must go outside they should wear __________ sleeve shirts and pants.

No human cases of West Nile virus have been found yet in 2007. There have been areas that the virus has been found however. They are trying to reduce the number of mosquito breeding _________ there.

Most people do not usually get extremely sick from the virus. They may get ______ -like symptoms like fever, head and body aches. Sometimes it can be very serious. A person may _____________ encephalitis.

The first __________  of West Nile virus found in the United States was in 1999.

3.  Mosquito Virus is a Concern

Vocabulary 
infected  -  to have a disease. He became infected with AIDS by sharing drug needles. 
standing water  - water that is not moving. Old tires, plastic bottles, and puddles are some of the sources of standing water where mosquites like to lay their egs. 
pond - a body of water like a lake, but much smaller. Ducks could always bee seen in that pond. 
hatch - for an egg, when it opens. The egg hasn't hatched yet. 
drain - to remove the water from something. After the flood, they had to drain all the water from the basement with a pump. 
yard - the area around, in front or back of your house. They had a huge front yard where the neighborhood children played football. 
urge - to strongly suggest, recommend, ask someone to do something. His friends urged him to get professional help for his addiction. 
screen - on a window or door, the mesh wire part (like a mosquito net) that keeps insects from coming into the house. There was a screen on the door, but not on any of the windows. 
intact - not broken, still there and working as it should. The shelter remained intact even after the earthquake. 
symptoms - the signs that show you have a disease or are sick. The symptoms of dengue fever include pain, fever, and red spots. 
fatal - something that kills you/will kill you. His decision to drive across the flooded road proved fatal; his car was washed away and he drowned. 
Discussion
1.  Do you have screens on your windows and doors?

2.  What does your local government do to control mosquitoes?
Script / Fill-In  (Mosquito Virus is a Concern)

A large amount of rain has fallen recently. Experts are worried about __________. But they are also worried about a disease. The disease is called West Nile Virus. County officials have found two dead birds. They tested the birds for the disease. The results were ____________. The birds were infected with West Nile Virus. The test results are making scientists concerned.

West Nile Virus is a disease that is ____________________ mosquitoes. Officials want to get rid of the mosquitoes because they carry West Nile Virus. Birds eat the mosquitoes and get sick. People can get the disease if they are bitten by an _______________ insect.

Mosquitoes lay their eggs in _____________________. All the rain has left a lot of water in ponds, old tires and trees. These locations are excellent breeding grounds for the insects. Warm weather has helped the mosquito eggs to __________. The mosquito population is increasing. The county has sent workers out to check these locations. The workers are inspecting _____________. If they find mosquitoes they will spray _______________  on them to kill them. 

“Mosquitoes just find a way to get in there and lay their eggs. It’s crazy” said Dennis Chan. Mr. Chan works for the Mosquito ______________ District. Mr. Chan says it is critical for people to ____________  standing water from their _____________ . 

There are other ways residents can help stop the spread of West Nile Virus. Officials ___________ people to dress in long sleeves and pants. They say using an insect repellant can help. Also, make sure window and door __________ are intact to keep _______ outside. 

The __________________ of the disease are like the flu. However, it can lead to other more _____________ brain problems. These problems can be ____________ . 

4.  Neighbors Fight

Discussion 
1.  Do you get along with all of your neighbors? Have you ever had a neighbor you hated? Why?

2.  Have you ever seen / heard about any of your neighbors fighting? What happened?

3.  What is a domestic disturbance?  Is this a serious problem for police where you live?

4.  How are disputes / problems between neighbors usually solved where you live? 
Complete the Sentences 
(Use any word or phrase you want; please check that the grammar is correct)
1.  Everyone got along except for one neighbor, who everyone __________________________________________________________________________.

2.  The neighbor's _______________  bit a child, and the child had to _____________________________________________________________________________ .

3.  The two neighbors got into a fight because ________________________________________________________________________________.
Script / Fill-In 

A man says someone has lit eight ____________  outside his home. He thinks a neighbor did it.      He and his neighbor have not been ______________________ . 

These neighbors have been arguing about this man's children. The children seem to be doing things the neighbor does not like. He _______________________ . 

Other neighbors say the arguments have gotten worse since then. Many small things outside the man's home have been set _______________. He is very ___________. 

Police say they know about the ___________________ between the two neighbors. They cannot _____________anyone for the fires. They do not have enough _________showing who started them. 
The man says he wants to ________________ with all of his neighbors. He hopes someone can help them solve the problems with the children. Hopefully the ___________________  will stop. 

