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1.   Low Air Fares  (Audio in “Going Places”)

Discussion Questions
1. What are some cheap airlines in your country or region of the world? 

2. What do you think of these discount airlines? 

3. Have you ever had a problem with an airline ticket you had bought? 
Fill In 
Flying on a plane can cost a lot of money. Now is a good time to buy plane tickets at a low price. Many airlines are selling ___________ tickets. 

A woman from a news station says that there are good _____________ now. She also says that you need to be careful. The tickets may not really be a very good deal. 

These cheaper plane tickets come with many rules. If you do not follow the rules you may have to ___________________________. People need to be very careful when buying these tickets. 

You need to be sure that you want these tickets before buying them. If _____________ need to be made it will cost a lot of money. Buyers also need to use their tickets before the middle of December. 

The airlines will not ____________ any money by selling these cheaper tickets. They are sure that many people will buy them. They will sell more tickets now because they cost less money.
2.   Holiday Traffic
Discussion  
1. On what holidays is traffic bad in your country?  Which days are the worst? Is there any way to avoid the traffic?

2. Have you ever traveled during this time?  

3. Share a bad traffic experience with the class. Where did you go? What happened? 

4. Can anything be done about the traffic during these times?

Script 
Many people go ___________________ for this long holiday weekend. Sometimes traffic can get very bad. Be ready for _________________ if you are going to drive to the Lake Tahoe area. 

Some are saying that people will have lots of time to look out their windows. Traffic will be very bad in the Lake Tahoe area. You will be sitting in your cars for a very long time. 

___________________________ will try to help. Many of them will go to the Lake Tahoe area. They hope to direct traffic and keep cars moving. 

It is important for everyone to _________________ when they are on the road. Holidays usually bring more traffic. Everyone needs to be ready for longer waits and ___________________.

3.    Roads Being Fixed After Rainy Weather

Discussion 
1.  Are the roads in your country good?  What about the local roads? 

2. Why are the roads good/bad in different places?

3.  Do you know anyone who has had an accident because of a bad road? 

Vocabulary

Seep

Crack

Break down 

Base 

Pothole

Bent

Cracked

Wheels

Patch

Crews

Lane 

Repairs 

Auto




Tendency
Script
There have been many weeks of rainy weather in one area of California. The rain has a tendency to ___________into the cracks of the road. When cars and trucks drive on these wet roads it _______ down the base. This causes potholes to develop.

________________ can cause a lot of damage to cars. Auto repair experts said the holes in the roads have been causing more damage than usual to cars. They said that they have already seen many bent and cracked wheels.

The rain has caused over $70 million in damage to roads in California in just one month. When the rain finally stopped for a bit, many workers began trying to _______________ the holes in the roads. 

One area actually lost a 40-foot section of road. The heavy rains washed it away. _____________ have been working hard to try to fix it.

A new ___________is being built around the damaged area. People will have to use this for a little while. Permanent _____________will begin later in the year.
4.   Cell Phone Safety  (Chatting while Driving)

Questions
1. Do you ever talk on your mobile phone while driving? 

2. Do you know of any accidents that have happened because of this? 

3. What do you think should be done? Should there be laws against it? Is it against the law in your country? 
Script
Many people are wondering if it is safe to talk on the phone while driving. There have been quite a few _______________________ while drivers were talking on the phone. Some research is being done to find out if driving while talking on the phone is dangerous.

When there's a car accident police officers will find out if any of the drivers were using a _____________________. They will write this information in a report. The information will be saved and later studied.

There've been some very bad car accidents caused by drivers being distracted by cell phones. Drivers sometimes forget to __________ the ___________ carefully when they are using their phones. This can dangerous, even deadly.

It is important for drivers to focus on the road. They need to pay __________________ to what is going on around them. They might need to __________ or swerve quickly. 

People want to make sure that the roads are safe for everyone. Studies will be done using the information police officers collect at accidents. Maybe someday this information will lead to _____________ about driving and using cell phones.

5.  Red Light Runners
Discussion

1. Do many people run red lights where you are from?

2. Have you ever witnessed an accident because of someone doing this? 

3. Why do you think so many people like to run red lights? 

4. What should be done to stop this? 

First Listen
1. What city is this in? 

2. How many accidents per year are caused by this problem? 

3. What are 2 reasons people do not see the red lights?

 4. What happens to the people who are caught by the camera?

5. Is this program working? 

Fill-in
The San Francisco Department of Traffic is putting cameras at _________________________. The cameras take pictures of cars running red lights. One camera shows _______________ of them a day. 

Running red lights is a big problem in San Francisco. A policeman says he could write tickets all day just for that. Running red lights causes about 1000 _________________ a year. 

The cameras show drivers _____________________. They read maps. They talk on cell phones. They look at buildings. 

The cameras sometimes show cars _________________________. The drivers look surprised. Sometimes they look angry. One driver says he has never seen a stoplight change so quickly. 

The red light cameras seem to be working. Drivers caught running red lights get tickets. There are ___________________ red light runners at the intersections with cameras. The city __________________ 20 more cameras.
6.   BART Strike

Discussion 
1.  Is there good public transportation where you live?   How could it be improved?

2.  What are the names of some of the transit systems in your country?

3.  Should people who work for a city's public transportation system (bus, train drivers, etc.) be allowed to go on strike?

First Listen 
1.   What city is this in?
2.    How big a raise do the workers want?
3.   How did people get into the city without BART?
4.   Has the strike been settled yet? 
Script 

The Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) workers in San Francisco went on strike. They are some of the highest paid _______________ workers in the country. They want raises of 5% to 6%. BART managers say they can only pay a 3%  ___________. 

BART's  93 miles of track and 56 trains serve the whole San Francisco Bay Area. None of the trains will run during the ____________. Managers will not use substitute drivers. 

The strike added 275,000 extra _____________to the rush hour traffic. Rush hour took 6 hours instead of 2 hours. There were not enough parking ______________ for all the cars. 

People used many ways to get into San Francisco. They formed ___________  .                                     They rode buses.   They took ferries.

Union leaders and BART managers were trying to settle the strike. They met with the _________ They talked all night. But after three days they still had not settled the strike.


